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Your monthly dose of news you can
use:
A MESSAGE RE: COVID-19
Colleagues and friends,
As we find ourselves in this most unusual situation, we would like to
offer our gratitude for the important services and leadership you
continue to provide to patients and the community. Hospital
pharmacy plays a critical role in helping people to get through this
crisis in the most positive way possible and will contribute greatly to
the health and well being of millions of Americans. 

Visante continues to work with our clients both onsite and remotely
when possible and appropriate and as always we are available to
discuss how we can help you optimize compliance and the business
of your pharmacy.

NEW WEBINAR: Visante COVID-19 Guidance and Strategies
Join us for a 30-45 minute webinar next Wed. March 25 at 1 pm
ET to hear conservation strategies, guidance on hand hygiene and
garbing during shortages, and new approaches to staffing and review
of compounding areas. Presenters include Jim Jorgenson, Fred
Massoomi, Greg Burger, and Keith Streckenbach. This free webinar
is provided through Visante and our partner Pharmacy Stars.
Register here. 

Recommendation for handling code trays for patients with
COVID-19
As we learn more about the integrity of COVID-19 on surfaces it is
important to protect the trays and non-used tray contents while
addressing the immediate needs of the patients. Dr. Fred Massoomi
provides suggestions and important considerations for safe handling
here.

NOW AVAILABLE – Remote review of sterile
compounding clean rooms 
With our technology partner Pharmacy Stars, we now offer
Compounding 360 compliance tool for USP 797 and 800 and an
augmented reality training tool called AR-360. A special 3D camera
is provided to film our client’s clean rooms, which allows us to
generate realistic, fully immersive experiences within the filmed
cleanrooms. This means we can REMOTELY review clean rooms
and provide specific recommendations for improvements. Read more
about it here and check out this LINK to view this capability for
yourself!

How pharmacists can have major impact on managing rising
cost of drug therapy
As healthcare practitioners, pharmacists can make a major impact in
curtailing the rising cost of drug therapy. An article published in
HFMA and authored by pharmacy leaders, including Visante's Jim
Jorgenson, William Kelly, Doug Miller and others, explains major
contributing factors to to treatment failure and the resulting costs,
and provides three changes that can make significant improvements
to cost-effective drug therapy. Read it here.

A medical mission trip and major wardrobe overhaul
Recently, Dr. Ghalib Abbasi (PharmD, MS, MBA), System Director
of Pharmacy Informatics at Houston Methodist, and Senior
Consultant at Visante, was part of a medical mission trip to The
Gambia in Western Africa. Read about his incredible experience
here, and find out why Dr. Abbasi found it necessary to make a
major wardrobe change for the trip! We applaud Dr. Abbasi and his
team for the wonderful services they provided to Gambians. 

Understanding the link between organizational culture and
margin
Guest author Jonathan Goble, CEO of ChartHouse
Learning, provides an inspiring look at the link between
organizational culture and margin. He describes how healthcare
leadership can improve the lives of patients AND the care providers
working in the organization, all having an impact on the bottom line.
ChartHouse Learning is the official home of the FISH! philosophy
and for more than 50 years has inspired the human spirit through
films, speakers and books. Read the blog here.
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HAND HYGIENE

While most of us are quite adept at proper
hand washing, it never hurts to promote
best practices within our facilities. Check
out this handy resource and video from
our friends at Pharmacy Stars. 

Also, feel free to share this simple recipe
for home-made hand sanitizer, courtesy of
our colleague and friend Jeff Kantor, PhD,
Professor of Chemistry and Biomolecular
Engineering at the University of Notre
Dame.
 

FEATURED ARTICLES RE:
COVID-19

ID Pharmacy on the front lines
Excellent @PharmPracNews article
concerning how infectious
disease pharmacists have become vital
participants in hospital-wide efforts to
respond to the COVID-19 epidemic. In
the article, Jim Jorgenson urges hospitals
to resist stockpiling but to be alert to
potential drug shortages. Read it here.

Managing anxiety related to the
epidemic
Hospitals and health systems are
preparing for or managing the physical
aspects of the pandemic. Here is some
good advice from experts at Harvard on
managing the emotional toll.

 
CONGRATULATIONS

Judi Jacobi (PharmD, MCCM, FCCP,
BCCCP), Senior Consultant at Visante,
received the Clinical Pharmacy and
Pharmacology Section Distinguished
Service Award from the Society of
Critical Care Medicine (SCCM). This
award recognizes SCCM members who
have made exceptional leadership
contributions that have furthered the
vision and mission of SCCM over an
extended period of time. Congratulations,
Judi!
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